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| V Vir HEN affairs 66 sst are about 
to be undertaken; when any movement of. 


conſequence, not in the uſual routine of 
public tranſactions, is determined on by the 


executive powers of the commonwealth ; it 


then behoves a free people, jealous of their 


* 


liberties, to intereſt themſelves in the na- 


tional concerns, and not repoſe too un- 


limited a confidence in their delegates; any 
citizen has then a right to offer his opinions 


on a ſubject alike intereſting to all. But if 


ever a period in the annals of this country 


' demanded their attention, it is ſurely the 
1 one; a 7 big with the future 
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fate and perhaps exiſtence of the Britiſh 
By the final deciſion of both Houſes of 
Parliament on the 2gth of March laſt, a war 
is determined on with Ruflia—to compel 
that power to give peace to the Turk—and 
thus to reſtore tranquillity to Europe. We 
are further bound, by the faith of treaties, 
to co-operate with our continental allies, in 
whatever meaſures they pleaſe to interpoſe 
their interference for ſo deſirable a purpoſe. 
Such are the ſpecious reaſons (ſpecious I truſt 
they will be made to appear) held out by 
the miniſter, to plunge this urin the 
calamities of war. 


In all the wars which Great Britain has 
been engaged in (ſave the laſt) ſince the 
revolution, it has been her fate to laviſh her 
blood and treaſures not for her own ag- 


grandizement— 


184 
gratidizement—not for extending her com- 
meres or ſecuring her poſſeſſions ; for the 

former was always overlooked, and the lat- 
ter interrupted and weakened : - but to ſup- 
port continental connections, though the 
parties ſeeretly wiſhed her downfall, and to 
— fightthe battles of continental powers—who 
thanked _ with « 40 Curſes, not loud, but 
deep“ 

Who . a wail all our 
wars, from thoſe of William the Third to 
the peace of Fontainbleau, ſee that we were 

| ever made the dupe, the cat's paw, or the 
foot ball of our worthy allies? For while . 
they ſhifted about with ever veering in- 
tereſts, poor Jobn, poor knotty- pated etourdi 
Jobn Bull had to bear the blows and pay 
the piper. 


1 


on the acceſſion of James I. to the throne 
of theſe kingdoms, we bad no national debt. 
B 2 ; 
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government, without a national debt: let 


G4 1] 


The preceding ſovereign, though ſhe ſome- 


times bullied her ſubjects, yet ſhe. could 
never bully them out of their money. The 
uſe ſhe made of the little they choſe to grant 


her, the annals not of England only, but of 
all Europe; record. It is true we had no 
ſtanding military eſtabliſhment to maintain, 


nor did Ve keep in pay a body of ten thou- 
ſand mercenaries to ſubjugate our fellow 
citizens, becauſe we were then intent on 
planting thoſe colonies whoſe good-will we 


after wards judged proper to alienate ;—but 


we had a fleet which defeated the Invincible 
Armada, and which deſpoiled the treaſures 


of Peru - and we had a militia which aſſiſted 


in ſevering the ſeyen united provinces from 
the galling yoke of Spain, and in placing 


Henry IV. on the throne of France. 


Such actions we performed under female 


us 
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us ſee our atchievements under kin gs, abi 
with one. anten 1" 
Our firſt exploit was, to ſacrifice to fo- 
reign intrigues, and thoſe too of our bitter- 
eſt. and moſt avowed enemy—the ableſt 
and moſt virtuous of our citizens; Raleigh, 
the ornament and boaſt of his comitry, who 
added peaceably thoſe gems to the imperial 
diadem which we afterwards outrageouſly 


flung away. In the following reign, the 


ſame intrigues and connections inſtigated 
the executive power to wage war, and to 
impoſe taxes to ſupport that war, without 
the concurrence, and contrary tb the aſſent 
of the legiſlative, But in the preceding 


the. acceſſion of Charles I. amounted to 
$60,000]. and which continued from the 
moment of its firſt exiſtence, rapidly to en- 
creaſe; 


(97 


reign, funds had been inſtituted, loans 
opened, and a debt contracted, which at 


mY 


Ce 


| binders nor could the ne of the 
conſtitution, in conſequence of the arbitrary 


ſtretch of prerogative in the crown, extin- 
guiſh the nationat debt. Government, whe- 
ther republican or regal, found it equally 
_ expedient, and like a fan- beam, ſhining 
through the midſt of a whirlwind, it ſtill 
preſerved its ſtation, unmoved, in * 
en Wau. | 


ee ben, and one e of the 
conſtitution. ſuffered a temporary ſuſpen- 
ſion; ſtill all was not loſt; our innate vi- 
gour and native fpirit remained unitn- 
paired, and the money that was raifed,” was 
not applied with futility, nor our wars di- 
retted without effect. Our fleets awed the 
old world, and brought home the treaſures 
of the new, beſides annexing a moſt valu- 
able territory ( the iſland of Jamaica} to the 
empire; and if we were induced to join 
= ..our 


312 
our victorious arms to thoſe of France; it 
was not for nothing we did it. We did not 
Gight her battles, and pay her ſubſidies at 
the ſame time; but for our aſſiſtance in one 
ſhort campaign, we obtained the key of 
France and of the Low Countries (Dun- 
kirk) which place, ever to be regretted by 
England, and worth forty Gibraltars, a 
thoughtleſs monarch ſold to gratify the 
extravagance of his miſtreſſes, and ſatisfy 
the rapacity of his panders. He ſoon af- 
terwards was even ſo abject as to become the 
penſioner of a haughty king, who never- 
theleſs trembled on his throne a few years 
before, at the very name of a Britiſh ci- 


The general intereſts of the nation, not- 
withſtanding, continued to proſper under 
this reign; and indeed we find an alliance 


with our old but gallant enemies, was ever 
5 leſs 


| leſs pernicious to the public welfare than any 
we ever made with our faithful friends, as 
we were left to the peaceable and ſolid en- 
joyment of extending our commerce and 
improving our colonies. 


It was the peculiar fate of the infatuated 
houſe of Stuart, that misfortunes could not 
teach moderation, nor fatal experience in- 
ſtruct in the true principles of government. 
And however rejoiced we ought to be at 
Having been able to preſerve the conſtitu- 
tion, by the excluſion of arbitrary power; 
yet we muſt ever lament the occaſion that 
forced us to place the crown on the head of 
a foreigner, whoſe home connexions and 
attachments of courſe induced him to make 
his newly acquired dominions ſubſervient to 
their intereſts. - itt 
An uninterrupted ſeries of wars and gon- 
e tinental 


. 

tinental connexions was the ie con- 
ſequence, which continued from that time to 
the preſent hour to haraſs and oppreſs this 
devoted country. For the national debt, 
which at the revolution was only 650,000]. 
was left, at the death of William, at no leſs 
a ſum than, fifteen millions and an half! But 
the glory of the wars in the ſubſequent 
reign, while theſe wars evinced to the world 


our perfect diſintereſtedneſs, and made an 
enormous fortune for our ſucceſsful general F 


only coſt the nation two or three hundred 
thouſand of her choiceſt ſubjects, and thirty- 
eight millions of entailed expence—which 
left a debt, on the death of the queen, of 
fifty-four millions. 


* 


. | - Oncemore the chief magiſtracy remained 
to be diſpoſed of, or beſtowed by the people; 
and once more a family of ſtrangers was 


eſtabliſhed on the throne, 
2 _ With 


| £467 
W ih reſpect to our internal gerermnest, 5 
and the juſt limits of the prerogative of the 
crown, we muſt confeſs the illuſtrious houſe 
of Brunſwick has not abuſed the truſt re- 
poſed in them ; nor was our national bur- 
then increaſed, but rather leſſened, during 
the reign of the firſt George ; but it was 
natural for the firſt branches of that houſe, 
as foreigners, to be attached to the little 
ſpot from whence they derive their origin, 
and where they were accuſtomed, like all 
other German princes, to act the deſpot 
uncontrouled. Hence an inextricable en- 
tanglement with ſtrange politics; hence 
tranſactions peculiarly inimical to the true 
intereſts of England, whoſe inſular fitua- 
tion required no ſuch, and whoſe immenſe 
extent of ſea coaſt, and never-failing ferti- 
lity, ſecured to her unaſſiſted, unſupported, 
unconnected the commerce of the world; 
and might, could ſhe have remained a neu- 
tral 


L 11 4 
tral . have made her the real 1 arbitreſs 
of Europe. 


4 In Holland we have an example. Hol- 
land, a ſalt marſh wreſted from the ocean, 
without one natural harbour that would 


ſhelter a fiſhing boat, and ſituated in the 
midſt of contending nations, contrived to 
become, by obſerving a ſtrict neutrality at 
one time, the greateſt maritime power in 
Europe, but departing from that wiſe ſyf- 
tem of conduct, what is ſlis' now ?—a cy- 
en 


Our at debt, which. 8 advan- 
| * with a ſteady but not very quick mo- 
tion, now haſtened with inconceivable 
ſwiftneſs. Heretofore, ſingle millions added 
continually to its ſize and force; now, tens 
of millions encreaſed both. Like a particle 
of ſnow on the ſummit of the Alps, acci- 
mot . dentally 


„ „ 
dentally ſet in motion by a ſudden guſt of 


wind, whoſe impetus increaſing. with its 


bulk, as it bounds rapidly down the vaſt 
declivity, till at length becoming in mag- 
nitude itſelf a mountain, it overwhelms in 


its irreſiſtable courſe, villages, towns, and 


whole diſtricts, in one promiſcuous ruin. 


We are now to enquire, what we ever 


gained by our wars and alliances ; — ſave the 
iſland of Jaimaica before mentioned, (an 
eaſy conqueſt) and Gibraltar, we have no- 


thing to ſhew in exchange for all our ex- 


pence of blood and treaſure. But there is 
Canada. Fatal conqueſt! pernicious acqui- 
ſition ! from which we have derived no 
| benefit, unleſs adding ninety millions to the 
national debt be one; whereas had it re- 
mained'in the hands of its original poſſeſſors, 
there is almoſt a moral certainty that the 
American States would not now be ſeparated 

from 


” 


it i 4 55 
from their parent country; becauſe an in- 
veterate animoſity ſubſiſted between the rival 

colonies; and the Americans would have 

needed too much our aſſiſtance, and would 
have been too much taken up in quarrels 

with their natural enemy, ever to have 

formed an alliance with her, much leſs ſe- 

_ from wy mother ti 


3 — o 
— = = — — 
8 3 7 a r — —— — 

> * 0 3 of 2 hor # * > 7 * 

"Io — Y = ws © 4 3 » — * - =, 

. 2 — . * 5 : -# _ * * I „ _ 
. 2 - 2 — — LY 
N . Oe 3 * 5 @* o n 5 _ —_ 


1 — 
* = 4 * 4 > £ 0 _ 


—_— - — 
— 
— * n 


lt was that Fees war, that Sno in 
1755 and ended in 176g, which loſt us our 
colonies, beſides increaſing our debt from 
fifty-two, to the enormous ſum of one hun- 
dred and forty-ſix millions; the intereſt of 
which in order to provide ways .and means 
for, the miniſter was induced to employ un- 
conſtitutional methods, by taxing our co- 
lonies, contrary to #heir own conſent, and 
that in the end lopped off a limb from the 
body politic that can never be ſupplied. 
But the loſs of a limb was our ſmalleſt loſs : 
an 


C147 


| 2 addition to our burden, before conſidera 
ed inſupportable, of one hundred and 
twenty millions, threatens a political death 
one day or other to the whole conſlitution. 


Our battling alone, through ſo many 
enemies, though maimed and mangled, and 
nearly cruſhed to death, while it evinces at 
once the ſtrength of our ſtamina, and proved 
dur reſourtes to be almoſt inexhauſtible;ſhew- 
ed at the ſame time our heedleſs and ſtupid 
neglect in omitting to ſecure an alliance 
in this one inſtance only would have been 
ſerviceable. | Now, indeed, governinent, 
taught by woeful experience, is'reſolved to 
rectify its former error, and we are to have 
triple, quadrupte, and quintuple alliances 
in plenty. As we have ſo many more colo- 
nies left, and France ſo willing and able to 
encite revolts in them; ſo becauſe the lottery 
number, 


135 2 
number, which John Bull miſſed purchaſing, 
came up a twenty thouſand pound: prize, 
cunning Johnny is reſolved to purchaſe the 
identical number in every ſucceeding; lot- 
— 3/77 oF | 


War indeed, and continental connections, 
ſeem to be the hobby horſe and darling 
paſſion of the preſent premier. He is on 
the fidgets till he gets us engaged, no mat- 
ter with whom or how, provided we are at 
war ; provided he can diſplay his addreſs in 
finding out ways and means, and his fineſſe 
in plauſibly humbugging the nation. In 
this reſpect at leaſt, if in nothing elſe, he 
proves himſelf a ſon of Chatham. No ſooner 
ſeated in power, and after the nation had 
began to breathe, but he engages in in- 
trigues toſupport arbitrary ſway in Holland, 
and-added to our accumulated heap by the 
expence of a new armament, Luckily the 
| weakneſs 


2 r A 


„ eits cn bs 
_. poſtponed, our ruin. This ſquall blown 
over, we again enjoyed a little repoſe ; when, 
101 on a ſudden, in the twinkling of an 
eye, without the leaſt previous notice, we 
muſt go to war with Spain. A new arma- 
ment is fitted out, by means of more millions. 
The Catholic King, however, finding us in 
. earneſt, permits us to catch ſea otters at 
Noot ka in peace, and we and our armaments, 
to the great diſappointment of the miniſter 
and the ſailors, get liberty once more to 
repoſe. Yet in the moment of returning 
peace, news arrives from India of a new 
War juſt begun there; ; the provocation too 
was apparently on our part. | 


. i all this recapitulation of wars and of 
expences, though they might have been 
better avoided, yet there was ſome plea for 


them. They were not all totall ly unto unded 
| in 


7 1 
in reaſon and common ſenſe. Our laſt pre- 
parations, againſt Spain in particular, had 
the concurrence of the nation, and the aſ- 

ſent of the minority of the houſe; the ho- 
nour of the nation was to be ſupported, and 
its commercial conſequence maintained, par- 
ticularly when we had to do with a power 
that muſt always be awed into terms. But 
in this new expedition, in this moſt perilous 
Quixote adventure, what are our motives, 
or, though we ſhould ſucceed, what are to 
be our benefits? 


Tarky, A in Europe, has yet no | 
more to do with its political balance than 
Perſia, The Turks derived their origin 
from Aſia ; and Aſiatic they remain in man- 


ners and 'in government. They interfere 
not in our politics or our quarrels, and 
view us in no other light than as infidels 
and enemies to their faith, which it would 

D be- 


E 
be highly meritorious to convert, or to ex- 
terminate. Have they ſought our alliance? 
Have they ſupplicated our aſſiſtance? Where 
are their ambaſſadors? We ſee the near 
proſpect of ruin cannot humble their igno- 
rant pride, or ſoften their brutal hatred. 
They diſdain to ſend an embaſly, or to aſk 
help from Chriſtian dogs ! 

With Ruſſia we never had a diſpute; on 
the contrary, we have been connected with 
her in the cloſeſt amity for three hundred 
years. On this connection may be ſaid to 
depend the very exiſtence of Britain; be- 
cauſe on it depends the exiſtence of our 
navy. We pay her a balance of upwards 
of two millions per annum for the timber, the 
iron, the hemp, the flax, &c. which her ex- 

tenſtve territories afford in ſuch abundance; 
a commerce ſurely of more importance, and 
better worth our money, than the wines or | 
| / ſugar, 


Pg 
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ſugar, tobacco or tea, which coſt ſo many 
millions more. 


The arguments which the miniſter deign- 
ed to offer for undertaking this war, are real- 
ly curious. One of the firſt is, That Ruſſia 
muſt not be ſuffered to retain her conqueſts; 
becauſe ſhe would then bound Poland on the 
eaſt. As if Poland would not be equally 
endangered from the Turk, who on every 


pretext ſpreads fire and deſolation through | 
her dominions. But the fact is, if there be ® 
truth in geography,that Poland is now, and T 
ever has been, bounded on the eaſt, as well | 
as on the north, by Ruſſia, and Ruſſian Tar- 

tary. It would, after all, be infinitely hap» 

pier for that miſerable country to be annexed 

to any other European power, unleſs its 

- conſtitution could be W 0 altered and new 
modeled. | 


TTY 


In the late partition of part of her beni; | 
tories, we ſee how little regard princes pay 
to juſtice, where opportunity is united with 
power; and we ſhould put not more confi- 
dence in Pruſſia, our ally, to guarantee the 
poſſeſſions of Poland, than in Ruſſia our 
new enemy for in caſe the latter is obliged 
to ſubmit, and the former becomes the do- 
minante power, ſhe will not be ſatisfied with 
leſs than Dantzic and Thorn, at leaſt, the 
only ports and the only ſupports left to 
wretched Poland. 


We are next told by the miniſter, that 
there can be no ſafety for any ſtate whoſe 
frontiers border on the Ruſſian empire. She 
muſt, however, and always did border on 
ſome kingdom, unleſs Muſcovy was ever an 
land. But except when, by the intrigues 
of Pruſſia, ſhe joined her and Auſtria in the 

diſmemberment of Poland, it does not ap- 

oh pear 
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pear that ſhe ever attompted to moleſt any 
neighbouring nation. Little Denmark and 
little Sweden have long remained perfectly 
fafe in her vicinity; nor did ſhe ever make 
uſe of the power ſhe might have done to 
cruſh the latter, though provoked beyond 
bearing, and wantonly attacked, and almoſt 
ruined, by that madman Charles XII. whoſe 
frantic conduct juſtly loſt his country, In- 
gria and Livonia, provinces however which 
Sweden herſelf took poſſeſſion of ſome time 
before, without any other pretext than the 
ſ word. N 


How Mort-Ughted have politicians and 
ſtateſmen ever been! Examine our treaties 
and alliances ; did they ever continue for 
even ten years unchan 155 r 


The moſt trivial event, the death or ac- 
ceſſion of a . totally diſſolved all 
former 
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former connections ; and new combinations, 
like chemical attractions, took place, which 
altered the nature of the whole. What has 
ever happened, will happen again; and 
England and Pruſſia, who now ſeem ſo de- 
termined on a war with the empreſs, may, 
in five or ſix years, form a triple alliance 
with that potentate, againſt France, _ 
Auſtria, and Turkey! ha 


But the ſtale and chimerical idea of Ruſ- 
fia's aiming at univerſal monarchy, is ſu- 
premely ridiculous, and ſuch a notion en- 
tertained by the miniſter, a ſatire on the 
good ſenſe of the houſe. Admitting ſuch 
an event ever poſſible, it could not happen . 
in leſs than two or three centuries ; and for 
us to ruin ourſelves now, to prevent the 
probability of it then, would be like deny- 
ing ourſelves a fire, that our poſterity ſhould 
10 855 be 1 in want of fuel, becauſe i in about 


a thouſ- 
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a thouſand years our coal mines wy be. 
exhauſted. | | 


The fact is, Ruſſia needs no greater ene- 
my than her own conqueſts. She is hatch- 
ing the embrios of future kingdoms; and 
her exertions both in a philoſophical and a 
political point of view, muſt ultimately tend 
to the welfare of the European republic, 
and to the happineſs of mankind. 

Her dominions are doubtleſs. immenſely 
_ extenſive; but what ſort are they? Frozen 
regions, dolorous waſtes, frightful ſolitudes, 


where the ſight of a human being i is a pro-— 


digy; a fillet of the ſea coaſt of France or 
England is of more political conſequence 
than the half of them. 


From the Don to the Duna, from Riga to 


Azoph, her ſouthern frontier, it would re- 


qu ire 
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4 
quire almoſt half che male inhabitants t to 
form a line of protection; this wire-drawn 
line then, without ſolidity, muſt on the firſt 
ſtrain be broken, every fragment of which 
would form materials for a large kingdom, 
For all this immenſe territory poſſeſſes but 
four, or at moſt five ſea ports, viz. St. Pe- 
terſburgh, Riga, Revel, and Wyburg in 
the Baltic, and Archangel in the northern 
ſea; and even theſe are unapproachable for 
one half the year. So that the counties of 

Hampſhire and Dorſet alone, in this reſpect, 
wy furpaſs the whole vaſt dominions of Ruſlia, 
who, ſhut up in that narrow ſea, with two 
fuch rivals in the ſame cage as Sweden and 
Denmark, what has Europe to — from her 
| maritime power? 


Another profound argument of the mi- 
niſter is, that ſhould Ruſſia poſſeſs the 
navigation of the Black Sea, ſhe might, at 
e | any 


La). 
any time ſhe thought proper, ſhut us out 
of both that ſea and the Baltic, and thus 
we would have to ſeek elſewhere for naval 


ſupplies.” But admit the abſurdity for a 
moment, that ſhe, merely to injure us indi- 


rectly, would deprive herſelf of a trade 
which yields two millions of hard guineas 


per annum. What in the name of wonder 
has the navigation in the Black Sea to do 
with our trade in the Baltic, or indeed with 
our trade any where ? It is a queſtion if ever 
a Britiſh flag appeared there. In ſhort, we 


have as much to ſay to the Yellow Sea, in 
China, | 2 


4 


But Poland, it ſeems, is to ſupply us with 


ſores in future through that channel, 
though nobody ever heard of Poland poſ- 
ſefling a port there ; beſides, I always till 


now underſtood, that ſhe was ſituated ſome 


three or four hundred miles to the north- 


E weſt 
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weſt, and can have no poſſible communica» 
tion with that ſea, except by means of the 
Boryiſthenes ; down which river ſhe might, 
indeed float timber for eight or nine hun- 
dred miles to the Black Sea; but how is it 
to be obtained when it arrives there? I am 
afraid, if we depended on being ſupplied 
with a ſingle ſpar from thence, our navy 
might lie up in ordinary till doomſday. It 
would be infinitely more feaſible to fetch 
our naval ſtores from Norfolk Iſland, by the 
way of the Red Sea, and ſo acroſs the iſth- 
mus of Suez, which the Ottomans cannot do 
leſs than make us a preſent of. 


The Britiſh flag has and may again be 
diſplayed in the White, the Red, and pro- 
bably in the Yellow, but never in the Black 
Sea; nor need we repine, while it continues 
to rule the univerſal Green. 

After 


F 
After all, this is a wonderful and ſudden 
revolution in political ſentiments in favour 
of the Turks. In the laſt Ruſſian and Turk- 
iſh wars, Conſtantinople was nearly in the 
ſame danger, yet all Europe viewed the 
probable accompliſhment of its fall, with 
tranquillity, and even complacency ; Eng- 4 
land did more; ſhe intereſted herſelf al- i 
moſt as much as the Ruſſians themſelves, 4 
and the total deſtruction of the Turkiſh 
navy in the Archipelago, was principally 


owing to the Engliſh admiral, officers, and 
ſailors, that largely contributed to man the 
Ruſlian fleet. Till now, the Turks were 
conſidered as a band of the cruelleſt robbers 
who, paſling over from Afia, overturned the 
Greek empire, took the imperial city by 
aſſault, and forcibly. kept poſſeſſion of it ever 
ſince. And what were their reaſons ? The 
ſcymitar, and the Alcoran. If you be- 
| lieve in the latter,” ſaid they, © then you 
| „ '  * 
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=» muſt obey our fablime ſultan, the repreſenta-. 
tive of the prophet; if you do not, then you 
are an infidel ; and the former muſt compel 
| you, or put you to death as unfit to live.“ 
Cogent reaſons! unanſwerable logic; would 
that we had as good in our cruſade againſt 
Ruſſia ! , 


Bt has the reſidence of theſe people in 
Europe ſoftened their ferocity, removed 
g their prejudices, or enlightened their igno- 
rance? Are they not as much Turks at 
this day, as when they facked Conſtantinople 
under Mahomet H. What is it but their. 

weakneſs that even now preſerves Europe? 
There may be thoſe living who could teſtify, 
that they penetrated with thew deſtructive 
ſabres to her very heart, and would have 
planted the Creſeent on the walls of Vienna, 
had not  Sobjeſkrs well- timed valour ſaved 
Germany. It was but the other day too, 
that 


11 


that Prince Eugene, checked their career i | 


Belgrade ; and even now, if fortune, as in 
the beginning, favoured their arms, tis not 


the complaiſance of Poland, Pruſſia, or Eng- | 


land, that could protect a —_ village from 
deſtruction. 


Had the Turks, when firſt they planted 
themſelves in Europe, gradually conformed 
to the ſoil „climate, cuſtoms, and form of 
government there; had they in fine become 
at length European, even though they poſ- 


ſeſſed the beſt portion of it by force, and 
kept it by injuſtice, yet there might be ſome 
plea now why they ſhould not be diſpoſſeſſed: 


but how contrary is the fact! inſtead of be- 


coming more civilized, they have become 


more ſavage; and a reſidence. of three hun- 


dred and fifty years has only confirmed their 
rancorous hatred, and indelibly fixed their 
brutal ignorance. Under their firſt em perors 
Othman, 
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ohman, Amurath, Mahomet, and Solyniati 
the Magnificent, the ſplendor of their actions 
gave a celebrity to, and even elevated their 
character; and a degree of magnanimity 
in ſome meaſure ſupplied the want of hu- 
manity and juſtice. They treated Chriſtians 
with ſomewhat like liberality, and were not 
at ſuch open war with the arts and ſciences, 
nor ſo profoundly ignorant as their poſterity 
at the cloſe of the eighteenth century: for 
can it be credited, that not above ten years 
ago the remaining books of Livy, ſo long 
the deſideratum of literature, were burned 
by order of the grand ſeignior at Conſtantino- 
ple! Conſidering the difference of the times, 
this feat outdid Omar and the Alexandrian 
| library all to nothing. Theſe are the only 
people under Heaven whom adverſity cannot 
ſoften, nor multiplied examples of barbarous 
errors teach experience; even in adverſity, 
though we may not triumph over, we can- 

not 
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not pity them. When the tyger tears his 
fellow captive in the toils, we deteſt the 
odious monſter. Ignorance alone, conſidered 
abſtractly, is only a negative. appellation, 
and is innoxious; but ignorance joined with 
bigotry, and aſſimilated with power, like 
mercury united to the marine acid, forms a 
moſt deſtructive poiſon. Such is the igno- 
rance of the Turks; what has been the fatal 
conſequences to mankind, their annals en- 
graved with. the bloody point of the ſabre 
but too fatally ſhew. They are the locuſts 
of the prophecies, that ſaw paradiſe bloom- 
ing before them, but deſolation and. death 
in their rear; and, like thoſe inſets of omni- 
potent vengeance, after having deſtroyed 
and ravaged till there was nothing left to 


ravage and deſtroy, they lie down in ſtupid 
indifference, and periſh in heaps themſelves, 


Theſe people then are a deplorable. ex- 


ae. that human depravity may be con- 


tinually 
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timually ſinking from bad to worſe; and 
that there is no point of con gelation in the 
mental thermometer where we can ſay, it 
can go no farther. Hew happy would it 
be for Europe, were this cancerous tumour, 
that continues to diffuſe peſtilence, war and 
tyranny, removed from her boſom. Far be 
it from me to wiſh their extermination, 
They are human beings, and, individually 
conſidered, may be harmleſs and humane; 
but let them be ſent acroſs the Helleſpont, 
to occupy their primitive ſettlements, the 
flowery, delightful and fertile vales of Aſia 
Minor. They will find a country and cli- 
mate even ſuperior in deliciouſneſs to that 
which they leave behind, and, thanks to 
themſelves, ample verge and ſpace enough 
for ten times their number, Let them make 
Alleppo or Bagdat their capital, or Balbec 
or Palmyra, which they will find conve- 
niently untenanted, and will have nathing” 
| 2 | to 
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to do but to roof in. There they will find 
themſelves infinitely happier, becauſe all 
things will be congenial to their habits and 
inclinations ; ſunſhine and indolence, ſilence 
and ignorance, uninterrupted: and if they 
chooſe to gratify their propenſity for blood, 
they have the Perſian heretics at hand to 
* their ſabres from . 


In the mean time, Conſtantinople, (which 
is only an immenſe collection of wretched 
booths) and every other town theſe people 


occupied on this ſide of the Helleſpont, with 
every particle of exuviæ they might leave 
behind, ſhould be burned with fire, till not 
a veſtige remained. Then would the ſons 
of Europe ſupply their place with a new 
progeny; when freed from thoſe two 
ſcourges of mankind, peſtilence and the 
word, then would the imperial city of Con- 
2 ſtantine ſpring from her aſhes, new robed 

88 F with 


2 

with Attic elegance; then too would Greece 
once more raiſe from the duſt her laurelled 
head, delightful reflection! while the ſhades 
of Apiſtides, of Epimanondas, of Solon, of 
Socrates, of Xenophon and Plato, of Ho- 

mer and of Sophocles, would hail the ge- 
nius of their native country under more 
favourable auſpices, the ſacred ſpot that 
| humanized and iluminated the world. 


There can be no doubt but ſuch a revo- 
lution. is devoutly to be wiſhed by every 
one who can look beyond the narrow. limits 
of purblind policy; but which of the Eu- 
ropean powers has maſt right to bring it 
ent, 18 the * * 


The 3 were IO looked vp to, 
even by the Turks themſelves, as the only 
nation able to atchieve the glorious deed. 


- * nn though they can claim no al- 
| liance 


A 35 . 
liance with the family of the Palaologi, any 
more than the king of the Romans can with 


that of the Cæſars, yet the being of the 


Greek church, and tinctured with Eaſtern 
manners, together with conſtant provoca- 
tions received and wars with their mortal 
enemies, all together give'them a ſuperior 
right, on the ſcore of retributive juſtice, to 
drive the Turks out of Europe. 


Much has been declaimed againſt the 
barbarity of the Ruſſians themſelves; but 
ſurely with prejudiced injuſtice. Scarce 
. three fourths of a century has elapſed ſince 
they firſt began to participate gf European 
civilization; and it muſt be owned, their 
advances have been ſo rapid, that at this day 
they are not behind the foremoſt, In civil 
legiſlation they yield to none: they were 
the firſt and only ſtate that has abeliſhed 
capital puniſhments ; and the event juſtifies 
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the humane policy; for there are more 
crimes, puniſhable by death, committed in 


ſome counties of England, than in all that 
immenſe empire put together in * ſame 


ſpace of time. 


Though this monarchy, like all others of 
Europe, England, and now France except- 
ed, be deſpotic ; yet it is among the firſt in 


toleration and mildneſs. All nations and 


religions are not only permitted, but invited 


and encouraged to ſettle in the Ruſſian do- 


minions. They alone ſupported the pro- 
teſtants of Poland, and prevented their ab- 
ſolute deſtruction. But the Engliſh has 
ever been the moſt favoured nation. Their 


late vice admiral was a Scotchman; and an 
Iriſhman (General Brown) is at preſent 


governor of Cronſtadt. In ſhort, a ſubject 
of the Britiſhempire finds himſelf as much 
at home at St. Peterſburgh as in London. 


As 


- $3 

As to their progreſs in the fine arts, that 
noble city, the illuſtrious trophy of the im- 
mortal Peter over barbariſin, is a remarkable 
example. Its quays and arſenals, not leſs 
than its mar ble palaces and coloſſal ſtatues, | 
evince, that though the neweſt city in Eu- 
rope, it is hardly equalled by any in uſeful 
and ſuperb magnificence. The purchaſe of 
the Haughton collection of paintings too, 
is a memorable proof of their advancement, 
and of our retrograding. 


As to the reſt, it is not to be expected 
that this people can free themſelves from 
| prejudices all at once, and aboliſh in a mo- 
ment the vaſſalage of the peaſantry; that 
mult be a work of time, as it was with the 


countries where it no longer exiſts : yet it 
remained, even in England, till the reign 
of Elizabeth. But let nations, civilized 
oenturies before them, ſet an example; 

, | not 
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not to mention unhappy Poland, let Den- 
mark, let all the kingdoms and ſtates of 
i Germany; and, to come to ourſelves, let 
Ireland, whoſe peaſantry, in every thing but 


name, are as s errant ſaves as the Poles them- 
ſelves. . 


The We of Iſmail has been alſo 
much harped on; but not' a word of the 
Turks cutting off the heads of all their 
priſoners, and ſending them in ſacks to 
Conſtantinople ; it was ſo natural for them 
1 own I can ſee in this inſtance nothing out 
of the common and unavoidable fate of 
places taken by ſtorm. The beſieged aſked 
for no quarter, and they got none ; they 
continued fighting to the laſt gaſp, and 
killed as many of their enemies as fell them- 
ſelves. Beſides, the Coſſacks were the prin- 
ciple executioners, whoſe only pay is plun- 
der; their very een is to kill their 


enemy 
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enemy for the /polia opima. But, for God's 
ſake, let not us, who have ſome how got the 
name of the ſavages of Europe, let not us 
preach againſt the inhumanity of war, while 
the wounds of that of America are not yet 
cicatrized. What is the ſtorming of Iſmail 
to the burning of Charleſtown, an unreſiſt- 
ing open place, merely to veil our army in 
the ſmoke? Nero had a better excuſe for 
ſetting fire to Rome. Or what is it to the 
ſurpriſe and maſſacre of Colonel Waſhing- 
ton's regiment of horſe in cold blood, when 
aſſembled at dinner in an empty granary ? 
Or what, to the havoc made by our dogs of 
War On the plains of Indoſtan? But enough 
of ſuch horrid enumeration. . 


The armed neutrality is another bone of 
contention. But, without examining their 
right to call in queſtion the conduct of na- 
tions, in the mode they adopted to ſecure 
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their commerce from interruption, we are 


not indebted to Ruſſia excluſively for that 


ſcheme. After France, our worthy ally 
the late king of Pruſſia, was the primum 


mobile and grand inſtigator; an ally whom 


we alone ſupported, in his utmoſt need, with 


our armies and our treaſures, to a greater 


amount than the fee ſimple of his ſandy, 
barren, contempt tble hereditary electorate 
was worth. And what were our returns? 


at all times wiſhing ſucceſs to our enemies, 
fo that his own intereſts could hard] y pre- 
vent him from openly j Joining them. He 
even ſent General Waſhington a preſent of 
a ſuperb ſword ; and while he pocketed our 


gold, he hated us moſt cordially, both in- 


dividually and as a nation. I laugh at the 


exclamations againſt the injuſtice of Cathe- 


rine, when I recolle& how cordially we aſ- 
ſiſted a lawleſs deſpot, whoſe reaſons were 


overs of bullets, and whoſe logic the 
point 


E 
point of the bayonet; who conſidered his 


unhappy ſubjects merely as carriages ma- 
nufactured for their firelocks, automatons 


made only to draw a trigger and be ſhot 
at ; to ſeize by open force on the poſſeſſions 
of others; and to ſpread carnage, deſola- 
tion and fire through all Germany. 


? Politics have now veered about, and Baron 


Hertzberg, it ſeems, does us the honour to 


be our friend. Prime miniſters underſtand 


each other; but the late Fredrick neither 
needed nor had one. 599 Pe 
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: -By "y way Shark Mit not unjuſt and 


arrogant in Great Britain to pretend to 
dictate a mode of conduct to any power 
that interferes not with her or her intereſts? 
To diftate to Ruſſia is ridiculpus ; and to 
attempt to enforce thoſe dictates with ſuch 
a weight about our neck as the national 

G debt, 


822 . . 
nn Fiber eines eee ee 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 


| have their wills. And, granting the expe- 


el 
debt, is to the laſt degree abſurd; It is 


like a bull dog chained to a log, barking at 


Greenland ber. Fg 


NM lifters, leis; at all everits muſt 


diency of the meaſure, our next queſtion 
is, How is it to be carried into effect? We 
are to fend a fleet to the Baltic Good. But 
What is it to do when it gets there, if the 


empreſs ſtill continues obſtinate? Salute, I 
fuppoſe, the armed neutrality (if they be 


neutral) of Sweden and Denmark. We 
muſt not think all this while, that there are 


fach things as foul ground, ſhallows, and 


lee ſhorès in the Baltic, and hardly one 


neutral pot ; or that we would be fafer in 


Torbay than the Gulf of Finland. But 
What then? "Why chen we are to ſalute the 
empreſs s Heet of fifty ſail of che line. And 


chen? Then, _ fink, burn, and deſ- 
. 4 1% 007 
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troy every ſhip of them. And then? Why 
then, lie before Cronſtadt, and wait for the 
arrival of the army of our great and good 
ally; wh ich may be ſomewhat retarded, as 
it has a train of heavy battering artillery to 
drag through Poland, Lithuania, Livonia, 
and. Ingria, and to cut in pieces by the way 
Prince Potemkin and all his forces; after 
which there will be nothing to ſtop the 
march to the capital, except Novogorod, 
Riga, Narva, and ſome few other fortified 
cities. When 1t does arrive, however, we 
have nothing to do but to beſiege the cita- 
del, while our fleet thunders away againſt 
Cronſtadt takes it; attacks the batteries 
at the mouth of the Neva—takes them 
too; and ſo ſail up to the very palace in 
triumph. Well, now we have taken Peterſ- 

burgh; ſuppoſe Catharine continues {till 
obſtinate, what is to be done next? Prive 
her before us to Moſcow; to be ſure. But 
| G2 the 


the fleet How can it follow? O! the fleet: 
the fleet we will leave ſafe and ſound locked 
up in the ice; or we may contrive ſnow 
ſledges, and ſo let them fail over land like 
the Chineſe waggons. And then? Why 

then take Moſcow ; it is poorly fortified, 
though 24 miles in circuit. And then? 
Then, if ſhe wont ſubmit, drive her to To- 
bolſki; for we muſt ſtill keep between her 


and the Black Sea. And then? Pſha! 
Why then, drive her 


To hell, to Zembla, or the Lord knows where, — 


Once there was a rat, who found himſelf 
poſſeſſed of a ſnug corner in a common 
ſewer, He thought it, however, too ſmall 
for his increaſing family, and reſolved to 
enlarge its dimenſions, by joining other holes 
to it. To work he goes, and ſucceeded 
beyond his hopes; but ſtill, his ideas en- 
llargin g with the extent of his habitation, 
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he goes on undermining, til at laſt he finds 


himſelf at once in St. Paul's church. Aye my 


ſays he, „ this is a good roomy houſe, but 


« ſomewhat” of the largeſt ; that, however, 


« is not a bad fault.” While he was yet 


ſpeaking, the congregation began to al- 
ſemble, and the organ roared a baſe ; away 
ſcampers our rat, ſqueezes again through 


the chink, breaks a leg, rubs of half his 


fur, and forgets his tail in his hurry, right 
glad however to have eſcaped with life, and 
be able to recount his adventures. 


Io accompliſh all the purpoſes of the 
campaign, we have no leſs- time than from 
June to September ! after which, our gal- 
lant tars will return triumphant, loaded with 


iron and deals, pitch, tar, and hemp; 


with the great princeſs Ruſty Fuſty in one 


Picket, and the 8 Porte i in the other. 5 
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I, however, by ſome unforeſeen acei- 


dents, (and unforeſeen accidents w ill happen 
to the beſt concerted ſchemes) nothing can 


be effected this ſummer: What then ? We 


have only to raiſe a few more millions next 


winter, and ſend one fleet to the Baltic, and 
another to the Black Sea ; no fear of im- 


| porting the plague from the latter place, 


as we are 'to have plenty of bark and 
James's powder on board the fleet. Ca- 
therine, after all this, muſt ſurely knock 
under, and give up Ocſakow to the Porte, 
The Porte in return, will perhaps permit 
us to fetch maſts and ſpars from the 


Euxine; and corn ſometimes, may be, from 
Crim Tartary. 


Such then would be the reſult of our 


interference, viewed in the moſt favourable 
Hght ; but the reverſe 1 1s frightful. Should 


any / accident happen to our fleet; ſhould 
it 


| EST 
it be ſhattered by ſtorms, on ſhoals, and 
on rocks, in a fea where they have ſcarce 
room to tack about, or taken and deſtroy- 
ed by the enemy; and ſhould that enemy 
in turn threaten to invade England, than 
which (our fleet gone) nothing would be 
eaſſer What would become of us? Na- 
tional bankruptey and political ruin would 

be the leaſt of our evils; indeed (the hor- 

rors of an invaſion out of the queſtion) 
1 hardly think the others would be evils at 
all; and conſequently, this war, as fur as it 
furthers thoſe events, becomes, even though 
we fail in our firſt intention, a deſirable 


What is national ruin, and national 

bankruptey ? Theſe terms have not been 
defined; for, like our dying hour, they 
will not bear too cloſe an examination. 
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Suppoſe now, petitio principii, ſome fatal 
diſaſter happens to our fleet, immediately 
followed by bad news from India, ſupplies 
fail, parliament refuſes to raiſe any more new 


taxes, or the people to pay any; the funds 
tumble down into the very bulb of the po- 
litical thermometer; every one ſells out, or 
ſtrives to ſell out; foreigners draw their 
property; the South Sea bubble burſts; and 
the ſubtle gaz, the national debt, whoſe 
nominal value approaches to the almoſt in- 


7 1 comprehenſible lum of nearly. two hundred 


and fifty millions, vaniſhes in a moment 
into thin blue air. mm on 3s; 


| Now 8 we are ruined and bankrupts; 
and now that the affair is over, what mighty 
conſequences: follow : Government in the 
reign of Charles II. became bankrupt and 
its creditors loſt 2, 800, ool. The moiety 
they did get, is the foundation ſtone of our 
2 pre! 'ent 
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preſent national debt; but there is a vide 
difference between the bankrupcy of an ho- 
neſt man, who fails through misfortune, and 
of a knave, who defrauds his creditors ; the 
one we commiſſerate and aſſiſt, the other we 
provide a gibbet for. The caſe of the former 
would now be that of the nation , Who not- 
withſtanding feels itſelf alive, no bones broke, 
with the ſame circulating ſpecie, the fame | 
trade, the ſame manufactures, &c. as before, 
adminiſtration compounds with its creditors, , 
the funds lie fallow for two or three years, 

and then dividends of 2, 3; 1, and 14 1 per cent. 
are iſſued in lieu of the g, g +, and 5 per 
cents. Many no doubt wes 60 e a 
| temporary ruin from this event: that i is, they 
would be obliged to live at the rate of one 
thoufand year, where before they lived at 
ten thouſand ; but a few years would make 
all theſe odds, even; The nation however, 
"Oo! nation freed from ſuch an incubus, would 
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ing forward with the alacrity of youth, 
guided by the experience of age; what 
might we not perform An opportunity 
would then offer to take an exact ſurvey of 
our venerable conſtitution. That auguſt 
pile, which has ſtood fo long the admiration 
of the world, would need few repairs ; only 
a little cleanſing, and rather paring than 
patch work. The walls would bear it ; the 
materials are as ſtrong and as ſound as ever, 
and ſtill calculated to outlaſt ten of your 
modern porcelain fabrics. We ſhould clear 
away too all thoſe additional buttreſſes, and 
patched up offices, which only ſerve to dark- 
en and incommode the. principal ſtructure, 
and conceal as far as poſſible that beatiful 
ſymmetrical whole, the reſult of a juſt diſ- 
poſition of parts. Thus; with our ideal pile 
cleared and reſtored to its priſtine elegancs, 


and with real buildings for our king, lords, 
and commons, in lieu. of the preſent hog- 
E ; | ſtyes 
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ſtyes, which the doge of St. Marino would 
be aſhamed to own, we might begin the 
world on a new ſtock, though under the old 


_- Suchare the fanciful reveries of one who 
regards his country with the fondneſs of a 
lover, and is grieved to ſee ſtrong ſymptoms 
of a decline gn her conſtitution, exemplified 


in a viſible and encreaſing preponderance of 
the balance towards the crown, and a uni- 


verſal liſtleſſneſs, indifference, and depravity 
in the people. As to the minority of the 
parliament, it is now merely nominal; the 
oppoſitions occupations gone k What is 
become of the phillipics of the ſublime and 
beautiful, which uſed to give ſuch a doſe to 
the American premier, and electrify the 
_ Houſe beſide? Where ſleeps the 
thunder of the Britiſh Demoſthenes, which 
R dev Ned to the block the heads of miniſters 
H 2 by 
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by the dozen?—Quite changed! the big 
rough manly voice converted to a courtly 
whiſper,” and the ſmooth razored cheek 
ſhrunk from behind the patriotic beard; 
The fortiter is ill exchanged for the ſuaviteo in 
modo; and in place of bold truths told with 
generous freedom, we are now afraid to 
mention Hell to ears polite. 

CN ONT OTE RENT! e, 

This fudden tranſition to lady-like ſenti- 
ments, We may infer from the concluſion of 
his laſt ſ peech on the preſent ſubje&t—where 
we are told « That he would "_ bis Hands 
out - _ r 5 


2 
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1 n a a is neceſſary to the 
etiquette of the Houſe, they no doubt are put 
on a new eſtabliſhment, and, like money for 
blanks in the laſt lottery, receive dauceurs 
for then amenance hand diſcretion, 
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Thus I have ventured to throw my 
thoughts looſely together, but with good 
humour and frankneſs, feria mirta Jo 
fubjects which nearly concern every in- 
dividual yet muſt they ever revert to the 

principal object of this eſſay -a war with 
Ruſſia ; an affair of too much moment to be 
ſlightly or jocularly treated—an affair which 
not only involves the fate of the Britiſh em- 
pire, but the general felicity of Europe and 
of the whole world. May our exertions be 
directed for the beſt ! 


? 


Though, as a Briton, I muſt ever rejoice 
at our ſucceſſes, and repine at our miſ- 
carriages; Yet I own, as a citizen of the 

| wolld; and as a philanthropiſt, I would be 
happy to ſee the Ruſſian eagle fluttering on 
the battlements of the ſeraglio, 
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„ At the deſire of ſeveral perſons of diſtinguiſhed abi. 
kries and rank, this work was undertaken. _ "The favour. 
able reception it has met with during the three laſt Parli- 
ments, not only demands the molt grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the Editors, but encourages them to proſecute a 
continuation of the fame during the preſent Parliament. 
For this purpoſe, and to prevent miſrepreſentation, they 
beg leave again to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of all their former 
friends, and every other gentleman. A ſtrict attention will 
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3 for which, this work has hitherto been diſtin- 


During the laſt Seſſion the Papers have been, the Navy 
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Taxes ; Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Stamps, and Incidents; Im- 
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one volume, price 148. half- bound and lettered. 
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Accounts, the important Report of Mr. Thomas Pit, 
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